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Demographics and Historical Background

History of the Community

The Sambo Aphivath Community Protected Area is located within the Kulen—Promtep Wildlife Sanctuary, in Sambo Village,
Srayang Commune, Kulen District, Preah Vihear Province. It was officially recognized through Proclamation No.
173, dated March 28, 2012, issued by the Ministry of Environment. The community covers an area of 1,071
hectares and has a total of 172 households, equivalent to 808 people.

The establishment of the Sambo Aphivath Community Protected Area serves several objectives as follows:
e To participate in the conservation and protection of natural resources within the protected area, ensuring the
sustainable supply of natural resources for the local community’s use—both in the present and for future
generations.

e To improve the natural resources within the area in order to maintain ecological balance.

e To participate in implementing the Royal Government’s policy on the protection and conservation of natural
resources by local communities, aiming to contribute to poverty reduction within the community.

Community Structure

The management structure of the Sambo Aphivath Community Protected Area is organized in the following
hierarchy: starting from the Group Level, followed by the Sub-Committee Level, then the Community Committee Level—
supported by advisors and community supporters (coordinators). The number of members at each level is determined as follows:

e At the Group Level, there are 11 groups, each with 1 leader and 1 deputy leader.

e At the Sub-Committee Level, there is 1 member, who is male.

e At the Community Committee Level, there are 7 members, of which 3 are women.




Demographics and Historical Background

Natural Resources

Any extraction of natural resources for the benefit of the community must have the agreement of all community
members, with consultation from the community advisor, and must comply with the community management plan.
The collection of natural resources for household use must also follow the technical standards of the protected area.

Meanwhile, the extraction of natural resources (forest by-products) for trade must be approved by the community
committee through the group leader. For extracting construction wood for household use, a request must be
submitted to the community committee 3 to 5 days in advance, clearly stating the reason, harvest date, location,
size, type, and quantity.

Villagers who are not members of the community, as well as those from neighboring villages, may be allowed to
collect natural resources (forest by-products) for traditional use, but such activities must comply with the bylaws of

the Sambo Aphivath Community Protected Area.

Non-timber forest products and medicinal plants

The table below is a list of the names of various forest products and medicinal plants that are found in the Sambo
Aphivath Community Protected Area.

Presence of major non-
timber forest products

Mushroom Toddy palm fruit Resin
Curcuma parviflora Doung Preah Tatang Tal
Bamboo Rattan Honey
Presence of major medicinal
plants

Mukh Chnieng Krakhop Chhmaol Thlok
Chhke Sreng Rambok Krohorm Chambak
Kraleit Chak Phorm Chhma Trameng
Rumdinh Meas Rambok Sor Kandol
Chleik Pok Neang Nuon Lvea
Phlubat Mamaeng Pra Brut
Daem Bongki Preal Chruk Daem 30
Daem Spias Phle Sukrom Daem Taling Krahom

Ramiat Sor Vine

Ramiat Krahom Vine

Slek Bey Vine




Sources of income in the community

Economic and Livelihood Information of the Community

The majority of the population living in the Sambo Aphivath Community Protected Area rely on key livelihoods
such as agriculture, accounting for up to 58%, home-based business at 1%, collection of forest products at 22%, and
other activities (such as selling labor) at 19%.

Occupational data of the Sambo Aphivath Community Protected Area in 2025

@ NTFP = 138 HHs

@l Microenterprise = 9 HHs

Livestock farming = 52 HHs

Farming = 154 HHs

| Rice farming = 155 HHs

Others (labor) = 120 HHs

Presence of major non-timber forest products that can be harvested seasonally in 2025 by 172 households (100%)

Type HHs (100%)
Mushroom Pak 100%

Mushroom Kanjo 50%
Mushroom Ka Ngok 50%
Mushroom Dambok 10%
Honey 10%
Toddy palm fruit 30%
Bamboo Shoot 50%
Dry Bamboo shoot 1 yoy,

Doung Preah Leaves 10%

Season

April to May
June to July
June to Sept
June to July
Feb to May
July to Sept
May to Sept
June to August

Jan to Dec

OTY/IHH Price/lKg

2Kg 50000 Riels
5Kg 13000 Riels
30Kg 15000 Riels
0.5Kg 200000 Riels
3 Liters 60000 Riels
3Kg 3000 Riels
5Kg 2500 Riels
3Kg 90000 Riels
3Kg 5000 Riels




Tourism potential information

Ecotourism and Community

Although the organization of ecotourism in the Sambo Aphivath Community Protected Area is not yet well devel-
oped, the community still has significant tourism potential, with many sites that can attract visitors for recreation.
The Sambo Aphivath Community Protected Area can organize recreational trips for tourists, such as camping in the
community forest, exploring the deep forest to observe various plants like wild orchids, rice-flower trees, and many
medicinal plants. In addition, tourists can also go into the forest to see wildlife such as peafowls, pheasants, and

squirrels.

Success Story

Cambodia’s local community is demonstrating the power of sustainable initiatives in driving environmental
conservation and economic growth. In Preah Vihear, Sambo Akphivoat Community is sustaining itself through the
harvesting of non-timber forest products while offering guided nature packages that allow visitors to explore the
forest, marvel at vibrant orchid flowers, and observe local bird species. Additionally, they maintain a strong

commitment to reforestation and conduct regular forest patrols to deter illegal logging and poaching.

Mr. Ith Sameourn, a community leader, shared his perspective, saying, "Protecting our forest is not just about
preserving nature; it’s about securing our future. By responsibly harvesting what the forest provides and sharing its

beauty with visitors, we ensure long-term benefits for our community."

The economic progress of this community highlights the success of sustainable resource management. Sambo
Aphivat in Preah Vihear sees 172 households earning between 700,000 riels ($175) and 800,000 riels ($200) per
month, with total income over three months (March—-May) reaching between 361,200,000 riels ($90,300) and
412,800,000 riels ($102,300) through harvesting non-timber forest products.

The community demonstrates that sustainable practices can drive both ecological preservation and economic growth.
Their efforts serve as a model for other regions, highlighting how grassroots initiatives can lead to meaningful change. As these
communities continue their work, they offer a promising vision of a future where conservation and development go
hand in hand.




Information on community development partner projects

Since the establishment of the Sambo Aphivath Community Protected Area in 2012 up to 2025, the community has

received support from various projects in implementing activities that respond to the community’s goals and vision,

including natural resource protection as well as initiatives that help improve the livelihoods of the community.

No Institution Project Field Year

01 Wildlife Conservation WCS’s Project Natural resource protection 2012-2025

SoErEy Community management training

World Vision World Vision’s Project Advocacy on natural resource pro-  2015-2020
tection

Improving community livelihoods

United States Agency for Greening Prey Lang Natural resource protection 2019-2023
International Development ~ Project

Improving community livelihoods
(USAID) p g ty

Community capacity building

Ministry of Environment  Integrated Natural Natural resource protection and 509309025
Resource Management restoration

(INRM) Project Improving community livelihoods

Training for promoting natural
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